
 

      
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
      

 
 
 

 

The Friends News  

 

 

Farewell to Outgoing President Elmer Cameron . . .           

As you may know I decided to step away after serving twenty 
wonderful and rewarding years as your President. 
 

I look forward to continuing as a Book Shop volunteer doing what I 
have been doing for twenty years.  It has been a pleasure to be part 
of a group of volunteers who support the professional Library Director, 
Dara Bradds and her staff as they creatively develop programs and 
services for the many adults and children of Escondido. 
 

Finally, my thanks and appreciation to Linda Parker for her willingness 
to serve as your next Board President.  I know she will welcome and 
appreciate your continued support.  
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I would like to introduce myself to you—I will be serving as President 
of the Friends of the Library Board effective October 1, 2019.  Elmer 
Cameron has decided to retire as President after 20 years, and I’m 
thankful he will continue to serve on our Board as a Director.  He is 
leaving bigger shoes than I can ever hope to fill, and I look forward 
to his assistance in the transition.  I’ve been a volunteer at the 
Friends of the Library Book Shop for about 6 years and have served 
on the Board for a little more than 1 year.  With over 40 years 
working in business, I believe I am well equipped to serve as your 
President. 
 

I want to thank all of you for your generous support in being a Friend 
of the Library.  It is because of you and the generous 
donations we receive that we are able to fund so many of the events 
the Library hosts. 
 

I look forward to the coming year and the new challenges it presents. 

And Welcome to Incoming President Linda Parker           
 



Did You Know . . . ? 
 
Important news: With the recent technical upgrade, Library account passwords have been 
changed to the last four numbers of the phone number on file.  You will be able to change it to 
your desired password at a later date.  Please contact the library at 760-839-4684 if you need 
assistance signing in. 
 
The Escondido Library offers so many innovative programs, research options and fun events.  
This is not a library “from the past.”  Reserving books is only one option.  If you check the website 
(escondidolibrary.org), you’ll find sections for Books and Movies, News and Events, Online 
Resources, Kids, Teens, Adults, Escondido History and more.   

 
 
 “About the Library” provides information on how to make a purchase 
suggestion, get a library card, view listings, use a computer, volunteer, 
search the catalog, and even reserve a meeting room.  “Escondido History” 
highlights the Pioneer Room, Archival Collections, Reference Materials, 
Genealogy Resources and Property Resources.   
 

 
Under “Online Resources” you can find details on such research vessels as Ancestry.com 
(only accessible via a library computer and wireless network at the library), Biography Reference 
Center, Chilton Auto Repair Library, Consumer Health, Driver’s License Practice, Government 
Environmental Documents, Learning Express (prepare for an exam or job, practice for  
academic, military or vocational tests, and take business or computer courses.   
 
 
The “Kids” section lists 1000 Books Before Kindergarten.  The 
“Teen” section gives information on a Teen Advisory Board, 
ages 12 – 18.  This group participates in teen programming, 
creating displays, and writing book reviews.  What better way 
to add to your school “resume” and score some extra “kudos.”   
 
 
 
 
So much is offered at our library.  Please be sure to visit in person and online to learn the full 
scope of possibilities.   
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Adult Services & the Pioneer Room  Azar Katouzian, Sr. Librarian  
 
Azar Katouzian started her new position as Senior Librarian on July 16th. She holds an MLS  
degree and has more than 23 years of experience in different departments at various libraries.  
 
Additional staff changes/promotions in Adult Services are Jessica Buck, Pioneer Room Library 
Associate II, and Sophia Navarro, Adult Services Library Associate II. 

 
Programs  
Continuing Adult Services programs focused on reading and education include the 2nd Tuesday 
Book Club, Rincon Literario (Bilingual Book Club), and by popular demand, an increase to two 
Graphic Novel Book Clubs.  Entertainment programs have increased to monthly 2nd Saturday 
Concerts bringing music and culture to the library community. The Escondido Writers Group 
meetings are held twice a month, focusing on enhancing communication and reading skills.  
 
Read Local, Shop Local is a community partnership based program, which tries to strengthen  
the bond with local businesses by providing even more services for library patrons. Participating 
shops and restaurants offer a discount to community members when they present their 
Escondido Library card. 
 

Events  
Adult Services and Pioneer Room Archives hosted very successful programs during the summer. 
with the Summer Reading Programs enjoying a great turnout!  Other programs also included  
“The Foundation of Escondido” Gallery Exhibit (Pioneer Room), Resume Review, Career Fair, 
and Cosplay 101.  
 
And now we are excited to announce just some of our upcoming events for Fall as follows:  
 
Pioneer Room 
Pioneer Room will host a Digitize Escondido Gallery Exhibit October 1st - January 31, 2020.  
This exhibition is a collection of local photos donated in 2019 for the Pioneer Room’s Digitize 
Escondido Campaign.  
 
2nd Saturday Concert, October 12, 3:00-4:30 pm 

Jonathan Walsh performs in the 
Turrentine Room. Jonathan 
writes about what he knows; 
life, love and the beauty found 
in both. Forever the romantic, 
he penned his first love song at 
18, his first solo album (Keeper 
of a Dream) showcased him on 
the piano. He picked up the acoustic guitar in 2006 and fell in love with its rhythm and sound. 
Listening to his music is like flipping through snap shots of rich memories. Ever the storyteller, 
Jonathan has shared his heart on stages across the country and hopes that you find something of 
yourself in the songs he sings. 
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Adult Services cont’d 
 

Scary Movie Time: October 26, 3:30-5:30 pm  

 
Adult Services is going to host a Movie Time Series and “Scary Movie Time” is kicking off the 
series. Pet Sematary is the selected movie, relating to the spirit of Halloween. With 
preregistration, our patrons can enjoy this very scary movie! 
 

Meet the Author: November 2  
This program will be introducing Mr. Peter Peterson and his new published book After Midnight.  
He is the Escondido Writers Group Leader, and he will share his experience about this book.  
 

International Games Week Finale: November 9th  
In November, the Escondido Public Library will be participating in the American Library 
Association’s International Games Week November 3-9. We will be one of the hundreds of 
libraries hosting a gaming event during this week, and only one of two public libraries in San 
Diego county!  
 

Marbling Magic: November 16th  
Regarding National Novel Writing Month on November, this program provides an educational and 
fun time for our patron to learn more about Suminagashi, the Japanese art of paper marbling! The 
attendees will be able to design their own marbled papers to take home to display or bind into a 
book later.  
 

Festival Felt: December 7th 
This craft program will help the attendees to make their own festive winter decorations with felt 
and other craft materials! They will be able to choose a design to make their craft from a lovely 
poinsettia wreath, rainbow star stocking, or California sun snowflake! 
 

A full calendar of library events can always be found on our website escondidolibrary.org. 
 

  

Technology & Support Services, Katy Duperry, Senior Librarian 

 
Because of the recent software migration, Technology & Support Services has been extremely 
busy handling all that’s involved in such a large undertaking.  The Library’s new software system, 
Polaris, will manage everything from the patron database to the catalog!  There are several new 
features that will improve the experience of our patrons, especially when using the catalog at 
home or on their mobile device. 
 

A comprehensive description will be forthcoming in the December newsletter. 
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Youth Services Activities, Dan Wood, Senior Librarian 
 
The Annual Summer Reading Challenge for 2019 was a huge success. The theme this year was 
Read. Act. Play. The Babies Group had a 168 participating with 92 completing the program. This 
was doing all 7 (or more) activities such as read to baby, sing to baby, and read to baby.  Babies 
completed over 920 different activities total. Incentives for the babies included a board book of their 
very own, a baby friendly stuffed animal, and a noise making egg, bell, or scarf!  Parents and 
babies loved the new revamped program.  Kids Group had 1,106 participating with189 completing 
the program. Completion was kids reading 20 hours or more over the summer.  Many more 
completed 5, 10, and 15 hours of reading.  Kids read for a total of 481,920 minutes.  Incentives for 
kids included the chance to pick two books to keep as their own, a coupon pack from local 
businesses, and little toys. The Teens Group had 269 participating with 61 completing the program. 
Completion was teens reading more than 40 hours or more over the summer. Many more 
completed 10, 15, 20, or more hours of reading. Teens read for a total of 273,785 minutes. 
Incentives for teens included books, grand prize drawings for e-readers, VR headset, gift cards to 
Barnes and Noble, and an invite to an exclusive end of the summer reading challenge party!  
 

Kids had special programs that included animal magic, a dance party, up-close time with reptiles 
of all sizes, and crafts that promoted STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Math) 
skills. Kids created foldable 3D paper lamps that lit up, completed an engineering challenge out of 
tooth picks and marshmallows, and learned the science behind acrylic rock pouring. Teens got 
Henna tattoos from Crescent Moon Designs to kick off their summer reading challenge! Teens also 
participated in a gaming program, learned how to cosplay, read books and ate burritos, and sung 
their hearts out at a talent show. A highlight was the ink floating art program. It was such a hit that 
two other library divisions will be duplicating the program.  
 

In the fall, kids will get to take part in more Sci-Fun Science Clubs, Not-So-Spooky Stories, Star 
Wars Reads Day, Dia de los Muertos, and more! Teens will get three new programs in BeYOUtiful 
Nail Art, FilmTasticFunHour, and the Grub Book Club.  
 

Thank you for all your support! You make these amazing and new programs possible. Please stop 
by one of these events for kids or teens to see what all your hard work means to this community!  

 

 
  
 

 
 

Teen ink floating art 
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Creating 3D Lamps 
 



Friends Book Shop News   Linda Atkinson, Shop Coordinator  
         

We are delighted to Welcome four new volunteers! 
 Penny Boggein 
 Joanne Hannan 
 Carol Smith 
 Susan Fields 

 

The August 30-31 half-price sale was probably our best 
ever. We brought in $1099 in just those two days, and 
sales for the full week reached over $1800!  Things are 
going great in The Book Shop! Thanks to all for your 
support. 
 

Book Shop hours are now Monday thru Saturday, 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM.  Evening hours have 
been discontinued. 
 
And by the way, we have something a little different going on in The Book Shop over the next 
several weeks.  Thinking primarily of the upcoming holidays ahead, we have accepted some 
non-book donations which we typically don’t sell in our shop.  We have some lovely collectible 
figurines at varying prices, many having a “reading” theme.  We also have some collectible 
large animal figurines.  In addition we’ll be offering some illustrative drawings by known 
illustrators for sale by auction to the highest bidder.  Check in often as sale items will change 
over time.  
 

 
UPCOMING SALE DATES IN THE BOOK SHOP 

 
 OCTOBER 25 & 26              NOVEMBER 29 & 30  DECEMBER 27 & 28 
 

 
 
 

Volunteer Appreciation    Cookie Allen, Volunteer Coordinator 
 

Library Volunteers, please save the date, Thursday April 16, 2020 for the Annual Library 
Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon. 
 
In August 2019, 245 dedicated volunteers gave 2,740 hours of volunteer service to the  
Escondido Public Library!  If you would like to join our volunteer team, please call Volunteer 
Coordinator, Cookie Allen at 760-839-4819 or e-mail cookie.allen@escondidolibrary.org for  
more information.        

 

-6- 



Application for Membership 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  clip here and submit above form with your dues - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Individual - $10.00 
Family - $15.00 
Supporting - $35.00 
Life Membership - $125.00 
Business/Organization - $30.00 

Payable to: 

Friends of the Escondido Public Library 
c/o Escondido Public Library 
239 South Kalmia Street 
Escondido, CA 92025 
 

NAME___________________________________________ PHONE___________ 

ADDRESS _________________________________________________________ 

CITY/ST_____________________________________________ ZIP___________ 

EMAIL_____________________________________________________________ 

Special interests, talents and ideas:                                          _____ New Member   _____ Renewal        

 

************************************************************************************************************************************************ 
If you have comments or suggestions for this newsletter please email Joy Harper, Editor, at joycehharper@att.net 
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IT’S ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME  

FOR FISCAL YEAR 2019-20 
 

It’s that time again . . . and we hope you will renew your membership to the Friends of the 
Library.  We count on your support in helping us provide many of the community programs 
the Library offers for children, teens and adults. 
 

Please look at the address label affixed to this Newsletter.  You will see “Last Paid” and  
a fiscal year date.  This is the last time we received your dues.   
 

Many of you are Lifetime Members, and as such you have already paid your dues. A few 
of you will see 2019-20 as you have already paid this year’s dues.  Most of you will see  
2018-19 and you are being asked to update your membership now for the current  
2019--2020 year.  Please fill out the form above and mail with your check payable to the 
Friends of the Library soon!  Or, drop it off with the Cashier in The Book Shop on your next 
visit. 
 

Please note: If the fiscal year shown is older than 2018-19, your continued membership and 
receipt of this newsletter is at risk.  We’re not asking you to pay for the year(s) you skipped 
being a member, but please pay now for 2019-20. 
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Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Friends of the Library 
Board of Directors 

2019-2020 
 

 Linda Parker, President 
  Judy Tisdale, Vice President 
  Marlene Hoover, Treasurer 
  Mary Roy, Secretary 
 

  Directors: 
      Elmer Cameron  
  Georgia Chonko 
     Linda Faulkner 
  Sharon Fry 
  Joy Harper 
  Marge Kelley 

   Shop Coordinator 
       Linda Atkinson* 
 

   *appointed by the Board 

  ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  
  
  The Friends News 
      Joy Harper, Editor 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

P A I D 
Escondido, CA 

Permit No. 404 

Friends of the 
Escondido Public Library 
239 S. Kalmia Street 
Escondido, CA  92025 
 

 

* * * * * * * * 
 

DO YOU SHOP AT MAJOR MARKET? 
Please save your Major Market shopping receipts for the 
Friends of the Library. They give us 1% of all receipts we 
collect! Just give them to the Cashier in the Friends Book 
Shop any time you visit.    In 2018-19 your support helped us 
earn over $359 from Major Market with this program! 
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The Friends Board meets the 2nd 
Wednesday of each month 
(except July) at 9:30 AM upstairs 
in the Board Room and the 
meetings are open to the public. 
 

 
 

 

Please welcome volunteer Joy Harper as the new Editor of 
“The Friends News”.  I’ve enjoyed bringing the newsletter to 
you for the last ten years, but it’s time now to pass the torch.  
I’m sure Joy will do the job admirably!   
 

                                       Linda Faulkner, retiring editor… 
 


